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Vincent Cannell

Galway Bay Inshore Fishermen's Associafion
23 Cook Park

Bohermore

Co. Galway

Date: 06 February 2025

Re: Galway Harbour Exiension
Renmore and Townparks Townlands, Galway

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleandla has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned proposed
development and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

The Board wili revert to you in due course with regard to the matfer.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions / observations received in relation to the application wiil
be made available for public inspection at the offices of the local authority and at the offices of An Bord
Pleanala when they have been processed by the Board.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website: www . pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime please contact the undersigned officer of the Board. Please
quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or telephone
contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

(mw&h QAM

Lauren Grifin ¥
Executive Officer
Direct Line; 01-8737244
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Lauren Griffin

From: Lauren Griffin

Sent: Thursday 6 February 2025 15:03
To: vincentconnell23@gmail.com
Subject: RE: 61.PAO033

A Chara,

The Board acknowledges receipt of your email, official correspondence will issue in due course.
Kind regards,

Lauren

From: vincentconnell23 <vincentconneil23@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday 5 February 2025 12:30 pm

To: Bord <bord@pleanala.ie>

Subject: 61.PADD33

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

Dear Sir/Madam,

In response to your letter of 17th July ( Aisling Reilly) | wish to comment further on behalf of Galway
Bay Inshore Fishermen's Association in regards to our objections to the proposed Galway Harbour
development.
The proposal to take compensatory measures for the damage caused to the environment of the
proposed new port by four measures in Mweeloon Bay is nonsensical and takes zero account of the
damage caused to the livelihoods of 12 full time fishermen who depend for their living on the shrimp
pot fishery. The proposed construction area is the recognised nursery area for the entire Galway Bay
shrimp fishery as was highlighted in our original submission. The Mweeloon Bay proposal takes no
account whatsoever of the inevitable huge loss of annual income to these famities.

The proposed construction area and Mweeloon Bay are both within the Special Area of Conservation
and there is an obligation on the State to actively conserve both area.

Looking at each of the 4 proposed measures for Mweeloon Bay we comment as follows:

Eradication of the tunicate Didemnun vexillum is impossible. No indication of how they will be
controlled is provided. A diver collecting 100 tunicates constitutes " control". The proposal is
meaningless. The life cycle of the tunicate means that the pelagic larval stage can be transported by
currents throughout the Bay.

There is minimal oyster cultivation in Mweeloon Bay. Oysters purify the water and we consider then to
be beneficial. Fallowing will not improve the environment. In any case licensing for oyster farms is a
DAFM issue-- Galway Harbour Company have no remit.

Similarty Galway Harbour Company have zero input with regards to the terrestrial farming practices
of the land surrounding Mweeloon Bay. How do they consider that they have the authority to
implement nature friendly farming practices on the adjacent lands?

The local fishermen are actively involved in gathering marine litter. Unfortunately we have never seen
Galway Harbour Company engage in this activity on any of the local islands or shores. Clearly they
are clutching at straws when they propose that clearing some litter off beaches, an activity in which

they shoutd already be involved, will compensate for the destruction of a large area of SAC.
1



Best Regards, Vincent Connell, Secretary.

Sent from my Galaxy
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Dear Sir/Madam, Time: S-ii— By: _j

In response to your letter of 17th July ( Aisling Reilly) | wish to comment further on behalf of Galway Bay
Inshore Fishermen's Association in regards to our objections to the proposed Galway Harbour

development.

The proposal to take compensatory measures for the damage caused to the environment of the proposed
new port by four measures in Mweeloon Bay is nonsensical and takes zero account of the damage caused
to the livelihoods of 12 full time fishermen who depend for their living on the shrimp pot fishery. The
proposed construction area is the recognised nursery area for the entire Galway Bay shrimp fishery as was
highlighted in our original submission. The Mweeloon Bay proposal takes no account whatsoever of the
inevitable huge loss of annual income to these families.

The proposed construction area and Mweeloon Bay are both within the Special Area of Conservation and
there is an obligation on the State to actively conserve both area.

Looking at each of the 4 proposed measures for Mweeloon Bay we comment as follows:

Eradication of the tunicate Didemnun vexillum is impossible. No indication of how they will be controlied
is provided. A diver collecting 100 tunicates constitutes " control”. The proposal is meaningless. The life
cycle of the tunicate means that the pelagic larval stage can be transported by currents throughout the
Bay.

There is minimal oyster cultivation in Mweeloon Bay. Oysters purify the water and we consider then to be
beneficial. Fallowing will not improve the environment. In any case licensing for oyster farms is a DAFM
issue-- Galway Harbour Company have no remit.

Similarly Galway Harbour Company have zero input with regards to the terrestrial farming practices of the
land surrounding Mweeloon Bay. How do they consider that they have the authority to implement nature
friendly farming practices on the adjacent lands?

The local fishermen are actively involved in gathering marine litter. Unfortunately we have never seen
Galway Harbour Company engage in this activity on any of the local islands or shores. Clearly they are
clutching at straws when they propose that clearing some litter off beaches, an activity in which they
should already be involved, will compensate for the destruction of a large area of SAC.

Best Regards, Vincent Connell, Secretary.

VW o /’;W



